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2023-24 IST Community-wide Goal: Understanding and Promoting the Diversity of Knowledge (IBLP)
Our community welcomes and values the multiplicity of interests, ideas, and beliefs and values that exist within our international community|
living here in Tianjin, and beyond, and we are committed to providing a safe, open-minded, and inclusive environment for all. In embracing
physical and socio-cultural diversity, we also champion diversity of thought and the critical thinking and open-minded inquir
and learning across a range of topics and disciplines that deepens conceptual understanding and intellectual growth and
independence. We listen carefully when considering alternative points of view, and we are willing to grow and change as
a result of sincere intellectual inquiry and discourse. We will engage with issues and ideas that have local and global
significance, we challenge injustice, and we take personal and professional responsibility for our roles, responsibilities
and actions, and their consequences.

Dear Parents,

Although Mr. Conway wrote in my stead last week due to my absence recruiting new teachers

for 2024-25, | too would nevertheless like to take this opportunity to welcome you all to the new
calendar year (and Semester 2, as of yesterday), one that | feel very optimistic about, especially

in the wake of the force majeure closing of the school on the last school day of 2023. | was terribly
sorry to miss the opportunity to bid farewell to departing families, but at least they left knowing
that it really can snow in Tianjin! Speaking of which, | hope that the late notice of the cancellation
of after school activities yesterday, again due to snow, did not cause too much inconvenience for you.

Following two wonderful weeks holidaying together with my wife and daughters in our home in NZ (for

the first time in four years!), | travelled to Melbourne and Bangkok to attend international school recruitment fairs.
Fortunately, only five teachers will depart IST in June (versus the traditional 20-25%, or some 12-14 teachers), which
meant that | was not too busy. | am very pleased to share the news that | have hired five excellent new teachers, all of

whom bring a wealth of experience. You will have a chance to meet them in August, but for now please let me share this
brief introduction:

e Jeff Errington, Library and English (and wife, Jee Nah, a designer and budding Korean teacher), coming from Busan.
e Ted Guggenheim, ELA (and wife, Monique, an early years teacher), coming from Chiangmai.

e Troy Pearce, G3 (and wife, Anna, a physiotherapist, and sons Avery and Luca), coming from Brisbane.

¢ Maddy and Kit Haines, Geography and History, respectively, coming from Auckland.

On the last day of the school year | shared a little holiday thank you video with parents, showing my remarkable linguistic
capabilities, fluently speaking some nine different languages! | was pleased to see that we have had over 8000 hits
on these little videos, so amazed, it seems, was our community and many beyond with the incredible ability of Al to
capture my voice and reassign my English message in different languages, and for the most part with

. . . . . AND
very accurate translation and lip-synching! As you know, IST is well respected for our desire to Q\
embrace cutting edge technologies, and given that video is so popular and ubiquitous, we \\@
have decided that starting from next week we will seek to include weekly video news %QEV
items on our WeChat feed, along with similar language translations. N\
S
N
Each week | will provide a very brief overview of the items in Blaze, along with an S
information item from other members of our community sharing details about <
some other aspect of teaching and learning and school life. Each week we will =
=

include English, Korean and Chinese video translations, along with a rotating

Upcoming World Celebration Dates...
Friday - January 26, 2024 Australia Day

Celebrated annually on 26 January, it marks the anniversary of the 1788 arrival of the First Fleet of British
Ships at Port Jackson, New South Wales, and raising of the Flag of Great Britain at that site by Governor,
Arthur Phillip.

\%'\ S AN
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selection of two other less prevalent languages from within our IST community. | am hopeful that you will find this
new initiative not only informative and highly accessible, but also entertaining ... imagine Mr. Wallace, with his classic
Australian accent, speaking to you in perfect Mandarin Chinese!

A reminder to all parents that Semester 1 Progress Report Cards will be sent home next Friday. Please also remember
that we will be celebrating student learning in the Arts at our annual MAD (Music, Art, Drama) Night event on Tuesday
evening, from 6:00PM until 7:30PM. Please be sure to come along to enjoy the performances and artworks!

Apparently, the temperatures are about to plummet again over the coming days, so dress warmly and enjoy a wonderfully
chilly weekend!

Steve Moody
Director
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HEALTH SCREENING FOR STUDENTS

Jan 19t 2024
Dear Parents,
The school clinic will carry out health screening checks for all students:
Elementary —Tuesday 23" Jan and Thursday 25" Jan
Secondary (except Gr 12) — Tuesday 30™ Jan and Thursday 1° Feb
All students will have their height and weight measured. Students in Kindergarten and
above will also receive a sight test (Students who have glasses or contacts permanently or
for reading should wear them during the vision test); while students in Grade 1 up to Grade
11 will additionally receive a hearing test.
All students screened will receive a form to take home that day informing their parents of
the results of the health screening. Please note that IST’s clinic services provide a broad
screening net only and that parents are responsible for any follow up treatment that tests

might suggest to be warranted.

If for some reason you do not wish your child to have the health screening, please send in a
note with your child next week.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the school clinic.

Sincerely,

Hongman Zhang & Wei Fan

School Nurses of IST
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2024/2026 IST Scholarship Announcement

The International School of Tianijin is once again proud to announce its scholarship program for students in their final two
years of school. The purpose of the scholarship program at IST is twofold: first, it provides an outstanding educational
opportunity each year for a limited number of current IST students of exceptional talent who are experiencing clearly-
demonstrated financial need; and second, it provides that same opportunity to a limited number of non-IST students of
exceptional talent in order to enrich the overall quality of both our student population and our IB Diploma Programme. This
latter group may or may not have financial need.

Description and Value of Scholarships
The IST scholarships are awarded for a period of up to two years to students about to enter 11 grade. The following
scholarships are offered:

" Full scholarships: equivalent to the cost of all tuition (components A & B) for grades 11 and 12.
" Tuition scholarships: equivalent to the cost of tuition only (component B) for grades 11 and 12.
" Bursaries: equivalent to half the cost of tuition (half of component B) for grades 11and 12.

IST scholarship students will benefit from an outstanding education in their final two years of school. Students who
successfully complete the two-year programme will be awarded the IST High School Diploma. IST is an International
Baccalaureate (IB) World School, and students have the opportunity to earn the full IB Diploma, which is highly regarded by
competitive universities worldwide as an entrance qualification.

Selection Process
A maximum of three IST scholarships or bursaries may be awarded every year to current-IST-student candidates. A similar
number will be awarded to students outside of the IST community. The selection process will include examinations, a formal
interview, and a final selection by the IST Scholarship Committee of the IST School Board of Governors.
In making its recommendations, the IST Scholarship Committee will give consideration to:
' Candidates who demonstrate a high level of academic potential
o IST candidates must have achieved honors/high honors or equivalent in at least 2 of the previous three
semesters.
o IST candidates must also include an outline of how they intend to contribute to the school culture and
demonstrate the IST philosophy in their application statement.
o Other candidates must be in the top 25 percent of their school class
0 (Candidates who have the ability to make a significant contribution to the life of the school
o through heavy involvement in CAS activities
o through active promotion of the IB Diploma programme
o through active leadership within the school community
" Specifically for current IST students, candidates who have a demonstrated need for financial assistance.

Who is Eligible to Apply?

Students of all nationalities are invited to apply for an IST scholarship. Current students at IST with demonstrable financial
difficulty are welcome to apply. A strong command of written and spoken English is essential. It is the policy of the school
that a family cannot receive more than 1 full scholarship at any given time. Students with other family members currently
receiving scholarships may not be offered scholarships for the full two years of the award.

Method of Application

All candidates should contact the school to receive an application package. The closing date for applications is Thursday, February
1, 2024. Applications received dfter this deadline will not be considered. The scholarship examinations will be held on Saturday,
February 24 from 9:00am to 2:30pm. Interviews with qualified candidates will be held on or about March 6", Scholarship awards
will be announced by early April.
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Required Documents

Students will need to obtain copies of their last two school reports. If they are in a language other than English, they must
be translated and notarized.

From the Student

A Personal Statement that includes:

Information about you and your interests.
Why you are applying for the scholarship at the International School of Tianjin.
Transcript from your current school that has reference to honor roll andor class ranking

N N B |

Aminimum of two letters of reference that detail the character of the applicant in terms of his/her honesty, integrity

and maturity. Character references can be from teachers or other adults in a supervisory position but cannot be from

family members or close acquaintances. (For IST students, a brief email reference from a teacher can be sent directly to

Mr. Conway)

"1 For IST students, an outline of how they intend to contribute to the school culture and demonstrate the IST
philosophy.

"I Any other details relevant to your scholarship application.

From the IST Parent

If consideration of financial hardship is sought, parents must provide the following:

" Their own formal letter of explanation, detailing their financial circumstances.

| Aletter from an employer which clearly states that tuition is not provided for by the company, either directly or
indirectly (in the form of an employee stipend or a salary adjustment).
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The Scholarship Selection Process

Application

Students wishing to apply for a scholarship must submit the Scholarship Application Form no later than 12:00 pm
Thursday, February 1, 2024. This form includes personal details and educational background.

Students must also attach any and all required supporting documentation (see details in ‘Required Documents’
information).

Incomplete applications will not be considered and late submissions will not be accepted.
Examinations

Examinations will be held at the school on Saturday, February 24™" from 9:00am to 2:00pm.
Students will complete three examination papers

a) Mathematics - testing mathematical skills and problem solving.
9:00am - 10:30am

b) English - testing reading comprehension and essay writing.
10:45am - 12:15pm

¢) Science - a test of general problem solving, logic skills and scientific writing. This is not based on any
specific course content.

12:30pm - 1:45pm
Interview

Following the examinations, selected candidates will be invited for an interview with the selection panel. The
selection panel will consist of the Director, the Secondary Principal, the Diploma Coordinator and members of
the IST Board of Governors. The contribution that the student can make to the school and their long term and
short-term goals, will be the main points for discussion. Students are welcome to bring supporting evidence to
the interview. Interviews are on Wednesday, March 6,

Results

Candidates will be informed of their results by early April.
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Scholarship Application Form

Student Information:
Gender: Male / Female
Family Name First Names
Date of Birth ~ (mm/dd/yy) Age
Nationality & Citizenship Native Language

Language(s) Spoken at Home

Other Languages Spoken

E-mail Address

Schools Attended:
(Begin with present school)
Location Language(s) of Dates Attended
Grade(s) School Name Instruc
(city/country) nstruction mmlyy — mm/yy
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Please complete all parts of this application form.

Parent Information:

(Please attach a business card with your company name and address)

Father:

Last Name First Name Nationality & Citizenship
Company Name: Position:

Address

Telephone Number Fax Number E-Mail Address
Mother:

Last Name First Name Nationality & Citizenship
Company Name: Position:

Address

Telephone Number Fax Number E-Mail Address

Signatures:
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Student Father

Mother Date
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ATHLETICS SEASON TWO TOURNAMENT TIME

Season two has flown by and we are quickly headed towards the tournament end of the
season. This week we had our last midweek games for the season and now our teams are all
preparing for their final tournaments.

MS Volleyball Boys vs Wellington — Tuesday 16 January:

In a tightly contested volleyball match, the MS IST Boys volleyball team faced off against the
Wellington boys at Wellington’s home grounds. This best-of-three showdown showcased the
skill and determination of both teams as they battled for victory. IST got off to a strong start,
taking the first set with a solid performance. However, Wellington, fueled by the advantage
of playing on their home turf, staged a comeback, winning sets two and three. It was another
learning curve for the IST boys and even when this match was lost they showed overall
improvements in their skill and movements. We are looking forward to the three upcoming
Saturday tournaments.

e 20™ February @ TEDA
e 27" February @ IST
e 3 February @ IST

You are all invited to come and watch and support. Go Blaze Go (Mr. Silvis)
MS Girls Volleyball vs Wellington — Tuesday 16 January:

The MS girls volleyball team faced Wellington in their first home game of the season. The girls
took to the volleyball court with a mix of excitement, gratitude, and nervousness. They were
thrilled to have the opportunity to play in front of their family and friends but also felt the
pressure that came with it.

In the first set, IST showcased their skills and determination, feeding off the energy from the
supportive crowd. With a display of teamwork, they clinched the set, gaining confidence in
their abilities. However, in the second set, IST encountered a hurdle as their communication
faltered. As a result, they struggled to execute their plays effectively, leading to a loss in the
set.

Determined to turn the tide, IST regrouped and focused on their game plan for the crucial
third set. With a series of powerful and accurate serves, they dominated the set, putting their
opponents on the defensive and scoring points consistently. IST won the third set and took
the match.

The experience of playing at home, in front of their loved ones, resulted in a memorable and
successful match. (Mr. Diegel)
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Upcoming Tournaments

Our teams are done with their weekday games and are now in full preparation for the final
tournaments. They would love your support and extend a warm invite for you to come and
watch. Please see the tournament dates and venues listed below:

e Saturday 20 January — ISAC HS Basketball (Boys @ DAY Beijing; Girls @ IST)

e Saturday 20 January — ISCOT MS Volleyball (Boys @ TEDA; Girls @ Wellington)
e Thur 25— Sat 27 Jan — ACAMIS Basketball (Boys and Girls @ Harrow Beijing)

e Saturday 27 January — ISAC MS Volleyball (Boys @ IST; Girls @ I1SB Beijing)

e Saturday 03 February — MS Volleyball Invitational (Boys and girls @ IST)

SEASON 3

All season 3 sports will begin immediately after the CNY break. Sign-up forms will be sent out
early next week. Please keep the following practice dates in mind:

HS Football — Mondays and Fridays — 15:30 — 17:00
HS Badminton — Mondays and Fridays — 15:30 — 17:00
MS Basketball — Tuesdays and Thursdays — 15:30 — 17:00

We hope to see you all there!

GOOOO BLAZE
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the Parent Partnership

Communication is everything-words matter, much more than anything else in many situations.

What we say to our children shapes their brains and their hearts, and determines who they grow
up to be.

Many of us didn’t grow up hearing these words. We now need to tell our children that their needs
and feelings count and their emotions are acceptable.
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IST Library & Information Literacy Center

Our Mission
The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read
widely, act ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information.

New Korean Books

We were very excited to receive another order of new Korean books for the library this week. Students
were very excited to borrow these new books, and they were flying off the shelves as soon as they were
ready to be checked out! We also have several new books for adults, which parents are welcome to
borrow! Special thanks to Caroline Park, IST’s Korean liaison, for assisting the library with this book order.

Parent Book Club-February 20" @ 8:30 in the library
Our next Parent Book Club selection is the novel The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah.
We will meet to discuss this book on February 20, in the library. The library has
copies of the book in English, Chinese and Korean. A digital copy in English or Chinese
is also available upon request.

All interested parents are welcome to join us for a book discussion, coffee, and treats,
even if you haven’t had a chance to read the book. Contact one of our library staff to
join our WeChat group.

Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30
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Graduate students from the Tianjin Juilliard School visited IST to engage with Grade 5 students in a discussion about
how music can be used to effectively communicate and persuade others. Viktoriya and Diego showcased their flute
skills, while Annie and Sunny demonstrated their proficiency with the cello, using a selection of songs and pieces to
illustrate how melody, harmony, rhythm, and timbre influence people's perception of music and its persuasive power.
This informative presentation greatly benefits the Grade 5 students as they continue their journey of preparation for
their upcoming PYP exhibition, where effective communication will be
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Dear IST community,

The Arts team would like to invite you all to the annual MAD night on Jan 23rd. At 18:00 we will start the event with a
whole school Art exhibition which will take place in the Han Foyer and include samples of work from Nursery through
to Grade 11. At 18:30 you can make your way to the Theatre to see Music and Drama performances by both Elementary
and Secondary students.

Thank you for supporting our Arts team, we look forward to seeing you there.

Gill Hunter-James
Rebecca Alosi
Victoria Lee

Isha Joshi

Casey Grove

AD

L AN WHOLE SCHOOL ART
;J EXHIBITION
%3 MUSIC AND DRAMA

PERFORMANCES

PERFORMANCES IN ART EXHIBITION
THE THEATRE FOYER
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Pleas-e

JO/'n
Wednesday ~ o
24th Janvary . :

8.15 - COFFEE AND WESTERN SNACKS

9.00 - WELCOME AND PFO UPDATE

9.10 - DIRECTOR & PRINCIPAL INTRODUCTION
9.30 - UPCOMING EVENTS WITH PFO

10.00 - PARENT EDUCATION FORUM
. & -

o
Al
=
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\ TN AJ (_) — 1 'y,
MENU G3=G12
Monday 2024-01-22 Tuesday 2024-0 Wednesday 2024-01-24 Thursday 2024-01-25 Friday 2024-01-26
salad/Fruit Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar | Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar | Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar | Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar
Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day
P T t ith C
enne C(:Ir::s:;:uce reamy Chicken and Ham Roll Chili Con Carne Chicken Burger Plum Pork Chops
; KR Z X8 P SPEE 4RI M PV £ FEHEREHE
T EIRE KB » e
. . Steamed Black Beans .
Western Stir fry Vegetable Xbif &% Stir fry Vegetable ¥ EE3E — Stir fry Vegetable ¥Rk
HRES
From The
: : Roasted Potatoes French Fries Mashed Potatoes
Grill Station — Steamed Rice kiR —
BEE kS 3 +EJR
Allergy: beef, pepper, Allergy: chicken, flour,
Allergy: milk, flour, cheese Allergy: milk, herb onion, cumin, cajun tomato, cucumber, lettuce, | Allergy: pork, plum, cream
seasoning, black beans mayonnaise
St d Ri ith
Eggplant and Potato Stewed ean;:usa:: wi Pork Dumplings Bibimbap Sauteed Chicken with Chili
B =g Wiy AR EXF T
Asian From Spi i i
picy Tofu Stir fry Beans Stir fry Vegetable
_ _ Cucumber Salad #3%K
The RBRE)E TIRE A RS
Wok/Noodle
Station Steamed Rice K% Steamed Rice kA4
Allergy: chili, soya sauce Allergy: soy sauce,oyster Allergy: wheat, soya sauce Allergy: chlck_e.n,onlon, Allergy: Soy_a sauce, garlic,
sauce pepper, chili paste ginger
St d Ri ith Vegetables and E
- eame feewi & . &8 Bibimbap Stir Fried Zucchini
Vegetarian Vegetable Dumplings 5 U PR =T
AR AFIR BRI AR . )
Soup Tomato and Egg Soup Pumpkin Soup Borch Tomato and Egg Soup Pumpkin Soup
VLIS AL BRE VLIS Bz IR
Dessert Swiss Roll 13 Mini Muffin /N3E3% Mousse K] Carrot Cake A% NEEXE Chocolate C;ke TIRE |
Nutritional reading over the week Energy & (Kcal) Carbohydrate BRKAL &Y (g
B E IR M 715 102
Nutritional recommendation FEEEIN 725 25 100 25

MENU NURSERY-G2

Friday 2024-01-26

Monday 2024-01-22 Tuesday 2024-01-23 Wednesday 2024-01-24 Thursday 2024-01-25
snack Yoghurt Carrot Cake Cookies Banana Bread Vegetable Sandwich
Fruit Cut Fruit Cut Fruit Cut Fruit Cut Fruit Cut
Margherita Pizza Stear::ﬂs:i;:: with Macaroni and Cheese Teriyaki Chicken Hamburger
L R EGR /N ZE T H R e sk PR E
Sweet Corn and Broccoli Stir Fried Caggage Grille\clle(:;itcakbelr; with Cauliflow:; :’ci:h Tomato Vegetable Sticks
Set Meal ERRF=TE JOREd S ES E - P S
Vegetable Sticks Vegetable Sticks Vegetable Sticks Rice Roasted Potato
BRIEK BRIF BRIF KK BtrE
Fruit Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day
Drinks Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult
Nutritional reading over the week Energy #E& (Kcal) Carbohydrate BR/KLEH (g
BFJE IR 726 105
Nutritional recommendation
E IR 725 25 100 25

Morning snack offer available at 6 rmb, Snack are only available for daily set lunch consumers.
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DiARY DATES i SpoRrTS DATES
Friday - January 26, 2024 , Saturday 20 January -
Reports send home ISAC HS Basketball Tournament (Boys @ DAY

Beijing; Girls @ DCB Beijing)
Monday - January 29, 2024
Secondary Awards Assembly A Saturday 20 January -
ISCOT MS Volleyball Tournament (Boys @ I1ST;
Wednesday - January 31, 2024 Girls @ Wellington)
New Parents Orientation
Wednesday 24 January -

ISCOT Chess Tournament @ Wellington
(12:15-15:30)

25-27 January -
ACAMIS HS Basketball

WeLcoME T0 THE IST SPORTS AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (CCA) PROGRAM FOR THE 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR

Please take note of the following dates: Please do not hesitate to contact our department with
Season 2 Sport Schedule any questions.
© Starts Monday, 27 Nov and ends Friday, 1 Mar © Mr. Kennedy - Athletics Director

byron_kennedy@istianjin.org.cn
© The program will run for approximately 10 school (byron_ y@ ]] g.ch)

weeks © Mr. Silvis - Activities Director
(ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)

© Ms. Guo Ying - Activities Officer (CCA's)
(ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)

© No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)
Season two includes:

© HS Football -(Mondays and Fridays 15:30 - 17:00) © Ms. Durian Wang - Activities Officer (Sports)
© MS Basketball-(Tuesdays and Thursdays 15:30 - (durian_wang@istianjin.org.cn)

17:00) © Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 /
© HS Badminton-(Mondays and Fridays 15:30 - extension 6150.
17:00)



