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2023-24 IST Community-wide Goal: Understanding and Promoting the Diversity of Knowledge (IBLP)
Our community welcomes and values the multiplicity of interests, ideas, and beliefs and values that exist within our international community|
living here in Tianjin, and beyond, and we are committed to providing a safe, open-minded, and inclusive environment for all. In embracing
physical and socio-cultural diversity, we also champion diversity of thought and the critical thinking and open-minded inquir
and learning across a range of topics and disciplines that deepens conceptual understanding and intellectual growth and
independence. We listen carefully when considering alternative points of view, and we are willing to grow and change as
a result of sincere intellectual inquiry and discourse. We will engage with issues and ideas that have local and global
significance, we challenge injustice, and we take personal and professional responsibility for our roles, responsibilities
and actions, and their consequences.

Dear Parents

| trust that you have all been enjoying the glorious early Autumn weather over the past week or

so, and for those of you whose children have been away on Week Without Walls, some quality

alone time with your spouses! The weather really has been wonderful, and perfect for all of our

secondary students who have been enjoying adventures away from school with their classmates
and teachers.

As you know we are a three programme IB Continuum World School, and every now and then the IB
makes programme decisions that have implications for our students. One of the most recent decisions
relates to language course selections in the MYP and how they pertain to course selections in the IB Diploma.

One of the new requirements is that any student taking a Language and Literature course (A, or Group 1) in Grades 9
and 10, may not transfer to a Language Acquisition course (B, or Group 2) in the IB Diploma; they either need to take
the course at the A level, or choose a different B course. Please read the summary guidelines that we have prepared in
response to these regulations further on in Blaze, which while seeking to ensure compliance with the IB, also seek to
safeguard the learning needs of the individual student.

The IB has also made a change in the dates for the IB Diploma examinations, moving them forward by about a week. In
response to this change we have decided to adjust the date of our Graduation ceremony for Grade 12 students, moving
it forward from 31 May to 24 May. With exams finishing two weeks prior to the later date (31%), a number of students
are likely to feel stuck in Tianjin while they await graduation; this way they only need to wait one week. Please be sure to
make note of this in your diaries (and you published IST calendar).

One of the highlights of our school calendar is UN Day (24 October), when to come together as a community to celebrate
our shared humanity. UN Day at IST starts with the Parade of Nations (national costumes), followed by an

international concert (student and parent/staff performers), learning activities related to our theme f_."'m?\ AND "‘fgw
(“Working, learning and acting together to ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all ol ~
at all ages” based on UN Sustainable Development Goal #3), and concluding with a delicious
international lunch generously provided by our parents. Next week we will send out a
formal call for community concert performances ... so please start thinking about any

Upcoming World Celebration Dates...

Saturday - Sep 16, 2023 Mexico’s Independence Day

The Grito de Dolores (“Cry of Dolores”), was uttered from the small town of Dolores, near Guanajuato in
Mexico, on September 16, 1810 by Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, a Roman Catholic priest. It is this event that
marks the beginning of the Mexican War of Independence. Since October 1825, the anniversary of the
event is celebrated as Mexican Independence Day.

Friday~Sunday - Sep 15~17 2023 Jewish New Year

Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year. It is a two-day celebration, which begins on the first day of Tishrei.
The day is believed to be the anniversary of the creation of Adam and Eve, the first man and woman, and
their first actions toward the realization of humanity’s role in God’s world.
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significant cultural or national item that you and members of your community might like to perform!

Last week | sent out a brief 10 statement survey to new parents, as we do every year, soliciting feedback on their
experience at IST thus far. | do apologise that the survey was initially sent out to ‘all’ families; hopefully not too many of
you will have been inconvenienced! In the end we had a reasonable response, or roughly 50% of our new parents; while
not ideal, | still believe the data to be reasonably valid. | would like to share the results with you now, but to keep the data
simple | have only shared the negative/disagree responses. All in all, the feedback was very positive and affirmative.
Please also note that there were a number of written comments; | will not share these here, but please rest assured we
will give your comments due consideration!

New Parent Survey Statements and results (total number of negative responses to the statements recorded in brackets):

10.

Our school website, promotional materials and correspondence with you projected a realistic picture of our school
and our programmes. (0)

Our administration (i.e., director, principals, admissions staff, etc.) were responsive to your enquiries about admission
and worked hard to support you throughout the application process. (0)

Our finance office processed your fee statements and payments politely and efficiently. (1)

We provided you with helpful information (e.g., in the form of a welcome package containing publications such as the
Parent-Student Handbook) to support your induction. (0)

Your first visit/tour of our school was welcoming and informative. (0)

The New Student and New Parent Orientation sessions were well organised and informative. (0)

Ongoing communication from our school to you (e.g., Parent Open House, Blaze Newsletter, Seesaw, Website,
ManageBac, e-notifications, etc.,) has been regular and informative. (2)

Our school appears to be doing its best to support your child/ren as they settle into a new and possibly very different
school environment. (1)

At this early stage of the year you and your children feel pleased that you made the decision to join us here at IST. (0)
The school’s philosophy, as encapsulated in the motto ‘Working, Learning, Acting TOGETHER’, appears to drive
genuinely the climate and culture of our school. (0)

Thank you to all parents who completed the survey. | wish you all a most enjoyable weekend!

Steve Moody
Director
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Placement Guidelines

The following guidelines shall inform the Grades 9-12 course selections and placement of students in IB MYP and IB
Diploma Group 1 Language and Literature (A) and Group 2 Language Acquisition (B) courses at the International School
of Tianjin. While seeking to comply with guidelines prescribed by the IB, IST’s own philosophy commits the school to
making decisions that we believe are in the best interest of the individual student. Our school will therefore consider
departures from these strict guidelines, but only following formal petition to the IB MYPC and/or IBDPC, and the
Secondary Principal. The Director shall have the final decision in any parental challenge to placement decisions made by
the Secondary School Leadership Team.

. Students in Grades 9 and 10 are required to register for two language courses, one from Group 1 (Language A)
and one from Group 2 (Language B).
o In instances where a student has first language level proficiency in two languages, they may take two Language

A classes, subject to availability. In all instances one of these classes would necessarily need to be English as only two
language options are available in the MYP. In the IB Diploma, however, it is possible to take two Languages A, and English
as a Language B.

o In the rare instance when there is no clearly developed first language, or when no Language A option available,
the student will register for the two most suitable Language B courses on general offer, one of which must necessarily
be English.

o At the MYPC and Secondary Principal’s determination, a student may initially be registered for just one Language
B course (English) in order that additional English language support classes be provided to better prepare the student
for general studies in English. In such cases the student will nevertheless be required to select a Language A course in
Grade 11 to register for the IB Diploma; if this is not English, it will most likely be a self-taught Language A not previously
available in MYP course offerings.

. Students enrolled in a given Language A course in Grades 9 and/or 10 (currently English, Korean, and Chinese)
may only continue with the same language in the IB Diploma if it continues to be taken as a Group 1 Language and
Literature (A) course. In other words, students may not study a language option as a Group 1 (A) language in MYP and
then continue with the same language as a Group 2 (B) option in the IB Diploma. They can, however, opt to continue
with the language as an additional Language A within the Group 2 additional languages framework. One or other of
these Language A courses may be taken as a self-taught language (SL level only) if not already provided in the school’s
own course offerings.

. Students who do not want to study two Languages A in the IBDP but are otherwise fluent in English and another
language may choose ONE of these at Language A as their Group 1 (A) course requirement but must then register for an
additional Group 2 (B) language course (possibly an online course through an authorized provider, such as Pamoja, and
at their own expense). NOTE: The Language B course taken in Group 2 may not have been previously studied as a Group
1 (A) option in Grade 9 or 10.

. Students who have previously studied a language at MYP Phase 4 or higher in both Grades 9 and 10, and (achieving
an MYP grade of 5 or higher) may not enroll in an Ab Initio course in the same language in the IB Diploma and must
choose at least Language Acquisition B (SL), or an Ab Initio course in an additional language (possibly an online course
through an authorized provider, such as Pamoja, and at their own expense).

. Students in Grades 11 and 12 may select a third language course (A or B) in place of a Group 6 (Arts) option,
subject to availability (possibly an online course through an authorized provider, such as Pamoja, and at their own
expense).

NOTE: Students enrolled in the IST Diploma only, may be granted language course selection dispensations that depart
from those criteria prescribed for the IB MYP and IB Diploma, subject to availability and approval by the IBDPC and
Secondary Principal.
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the Parent Partnership

é
‘| will not take their
‘| cannot control anger personally. | wil ‘| will use this as an
their emotions. | can listen and allow them opportunity to connect
only control how | the space to be heard.’ with my child.”

respond to them.”

AT

(N

“These feelings will

‘| will connect u
pass. Breathe.

with myself
before reacting.”

‘| accept their anger and
will collaborate with them to
prevent these outbursts.’

“This is not urgent.
My child is just
feeling BIG feelings
that will pass.”

‘| will not respond
until | feel regulated to
de-escalate the situation.”

"They are safe. | am
safe. | am capable of
handiing the situation.”
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IST Library & Information Literacy Center

Our Mission
The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read
widely, act ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information.

Support Reading at Home

Here are a few ways parents can support their child’s early literacy
development and encourage reading at home.

1. Read Every Day. Find a time to read with your child every day.
This helps show that reading is an important priority.

2. Make a Space for Reading. Create a comfortable, consistent
place at home where you can read together, enjoy books, and
talk about what you’re reading.

3. Visit the Library. Parents are always welcome at the IST
Library. Plan a time to visit with your child after school and
explore the library together. Create excitement by involving
your child in the process of choosing books to read together.

Image: https://talkingisteaching.org

4. Librarians are Resources. Ask the IST Librarians which books are appropriate for your child and
which books kids are excited about.

5. Partner with Teachers. Work with teachers to understand their approach to literacy and ask how
you can help at home. Find ways to extend school literacy lessons when you’re at home.

Parent Book Club—October 17" @8:30 in the library

Our next Parent Book Club selection is the novel Please Look After Mom by Kyung-Sook
Shin. We will meet to discuss this book after the National Holidays, on October 17",
The library has copies of the book in English, Chinese and Korean. A digital copy in
English or Chinese is also available upon request.

PLEASE
LOOK

AFTER =. Allinterested parents are welcome to join us for a book discussion, coffee, and treats,
MO M even if you haven’t had a chance to read the book. Contact one of our library staff to
join our WeChat group.

Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30
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New Merchandise for Schools

For this new school year, we have made some new IST sports water bottles and umbrellas, come
by the advancement office (Han building 1st floor across from IT) to grab yours!
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ACTIVITIES FOR PARENTS

Several activities and classes are available for Parents at IST. Want to enjoy Yoga or Chinese dance?
To meet with other parents and do an activity that you like ? Do not hesitate, come and try!

Wednesday Thursday Friday
8:15/9:15am 8:15/9:15am
Yoga with Vicky |Yoga with Vicky
80rmb/class 80rmb/class

Monday Tuesday

8:15/9:15am
Yoga with Vicky
80rmb/class

9:30am/12am 10:00/10:50AM
Chinese Painting Zumba class

5 & below100-110 | ¥ 60/per person
rmb/class THEATER

6 above 50-
80even/class
depending on the
number of
participants

All classes are held at IST, Black Box (Yoga/Chinese Dance) and in the room opposite to PFO room
(Yoga/Painting). Scan the below QR codes to join the We Chat groups and get more information.

Chinese Painting Yoga with Vicky
n nll n .. 1 n E::. 2 D. ; i 75 n I:l l:l
iy : :

Zumba Class

O OO = O]
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Food theme: The Japanese cooking class

Menu:

Tempura
Chirashi Zushi
Suimono Soup
Dashimaki Egg
Mitarashi Dango

When: 20th Sep 9:30am-2pm
Where: IST Elementary Kitchen
Host: Rie Sasakabe

Cost: 100 RMB per person

Please join the WeChat group by scanning this QR code:
Max 16 participants, first-come first-served.
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BLALE

Bring a picnic blanket and pack your lunch or you can
buy from food and drink vendors at the event!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
11:00AM~3:00PM

Activities: Vendors:
« Korean Chicken _
- Face Painting - Dmart ﬁ
 Hair Dye - Trolley
- Tattoos - LeCrobag bakery
« Water Fun « Clown. & Cotton
- FootballGame  Candy
« Bubble Machine « Man Pin Jian (MPJ) -'

Ry, -,
i‘\_,_

e Tug of War « Indian food

« Bouncy Castle « Business Tianjin
- Richie’s Bakery
- Yummy Bakery
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BOAT

=" BOAT TICKET
100 RMB

Boat tour on Hai He

River, walk in Ancient
Culture Street and lunch
at ltalian Street.
Leaving IST at 8.30am

coming back at 3pm.

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO JOIN THE GROUP
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Monday 2023-09-18

Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar

FRIDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2023

MENU G3-G12

Tuesday 2023-09-19

Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar

Wednesday 2023-09-20
Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar

Thursday 2023-09-21
Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar

Working LearningfA'ctingfROGETHER!

Friday 2023-09-22
Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar

Allergy: milk, flour, cheese

Onion #EWLE

Allergy: onion, black pepper
sauce

Allergy: beef, pepper,
onion, cumin, cajun

B

Allergy: chicken, flour,
tomato, cucumber, lettuce,

Salad/Fruit Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day
ith " " ith
Penne 1:::::: sv:l;:ceCreamy G"I'I)Z":Js::c:::c:wt Chili Con Carne Chicken Burger beef Ball
; 3 SPEEID 4P pLIARINEES 4EH
TrlE AR S RO HE »
Black B

Western Stir fry Vegetable DAt &R Stir fry Vegetable X>AT &R Steame%%a; eans Stir fry Vegetable ¥k

From The . A
Grill Station Sauteed Potatoes with Steamed Rice K4& French Fries Mashed Potatoes

+EiR

Allergy: beef, herb

Asian From
The
Wok/Noodle
Station

seasoning, black beans mayonnaise
[iiEaw iy g . A R xgHE
~ BRSNS A THT BEEA RS AR

Sliced Potatoes with Pepper
BFREE2

Steamed Rice KR

Allergy: wheat,egg

Allergy: flour, oyster sauce,
soya sauce, cabbage, egg

Stir fry Vegetable X3

Steamed Rice KA

Allergy: pork, soya sauce,
egg, potato, sugar

Fried Egg FIXS &

Allergy: egg, bean

Stir fry Cabbage > EH 3

Steamed Rice KR

Allergy: Soya sauce, green
garlic, ginger, breadcrumb

Fried Noodle with

Stir Fried Potatoes with

Noodle with Vegetable in

Spaghetti with Tomato

Vegetarian Vegetable Carrots Korean Bean Paste Sauce
BRSEXE BWEGHEHE b LW s i vl
soup Tomato and Egg Soup Pumpkin Soup Borch Tomato and Egg Soup Pumpkin Soup
VB LS TR BRE VHLLAIRS 5 R
Dessert Swiss Roll Hit3 Mini Muffin /N353% Mousse A F] Carrot Cake #H% MZEHE geco'aty C;ke TRAE |

Nutritional reading over the week

BRI E TR AT

Nutritional recommendationi¥ &zl

Energy & (Kcal)

715
725

Carbohydrate BR/KALEH) (g

102
100

WENU NURSERY-G2

Monday 2023-09-18

Tuesday 2023-09-19

Wednesday 2023-09-20

Thursday 2023-09-21

Friday 2023-09-22

snack Yoghurt Carrot Cake Cookies Banana Bread Vegetable Sandwich
Fruit Cut Fruit Cut Fruit Cut Fruit Cut Fruit Cut
Sauteed Chicken with
Margherita Pizza Broccoli Baked Beef Macaroni Teriyaki Chicken Pork Stew
24 N /) B PIAR
i . N2 A PRI T H R e sk
Caulifl ith T t
Sweet Corn and Broccoli Vegetable Sticks Stir Fry Zucchini and Corn ault ow:;::e omato Vegetable Sticks
KR PEETE BIHF FEEHER KK
Set Meal B HSAL
Vegetable Sticks Rice Vegetable Sticks Rice Rice
KK KR WK KR KR
Allergy: flour, tomato . Allergy: flour, beef, Allergy: chicken, crumb, X
sauce, cheese, herb Allergy: soya sauce tomato sauce, herb cauliflower, tomato Allergy: pork, soya sauce
Fruit Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day
Drinks Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult
Nutritional reading over the week Energy #E& (Kcal) Carbohydrate BR/KLEH (g
B E TR AT 726 105
Nutritional recommendation
IR 725 25 100 25

WWW.COMPass-group.com.cn

Morning snack offer available at 6 rmb, Snack are only available

for daily set lunch consumers.
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DiARY DATES i SpoRTS DATES
Saturday - September 23, 2023 , 21-Sep
PFO Picnic MS Football (vs TIS)
Friday - September 29, 2023 23-Sep
Mid-Autumn Festival Day ISCOT MS Badminton Tournament
Monday~Friday - October 2~6, 2023 25-Sep
National Holidays HS Volleyball (vs TGA)
Tuesday - October 24,2023 26-Sep
UN Day MS Football (vs TGA)

26-Sep

MS Football (vs WC)

WeLcoME T0 THE IST SPORTS AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (CCA) PROGRAM FOR THE 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR

Please take note of the following dates: Please do not hesitate to contact our department with
Season 1 Sport Schedule any questions.
© Starts Monday, 4 Sep and ends Friday, 17 Nov © Mr. Kennedy - Athletics Director

byron_kennedy@istianjin.org.cn
© The program will run for approximately 10 school (byron_ y@ j g.ch)

weeks © Mr. Silvis - Activities Director
(ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)

© Ms. Guo Ying - Activities Officer (CCA's)
(ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)

© No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)
Season one includes:

© HS Football -(Mondays and Fridays 15:30 - 17:00) © Ms. Durian Wang - Activities Officer (Sports)

© MS Basketball-(Tuesdays and Thursdays 15:30 - (durian_wang@istianjin.org.cn)

17:00) © Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 /
© HS Badminton-(Mondays and Fridays 15:30 - extension 6150.
17:00)



